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 The Pacific Century Institute (PCI) is celebrating 

its 25th anniversary this year.  To mark this milestone 

PCI hosted the PCI in Seoul 25th Anniversary Dinner on 

May 19 at the Millennium Seoul Hilton Hotel. We had 

346 in attendance from across the political and social 

spectrums, including government officials, foreign af-

fairs and unification experts, journalists, and representa-

tives of various civil society groups. 

 The mission of the Pacific Century Institute has 

always been to build bridges of understanding and, 

where necessary, reconciliation, among the peoples of 

the Pacific Rim so that they may fully benefit from our 

Pacific Century. 

 In addition to being a celebration of the Pacific 

Century Instituteôs quarter century of effort to further its 

mission, the theme of the dinner focused on the value, 

and necessity, of South Koreaôs conservative and pro-

gressive political parties coming together to create a bi-

partisan, fundamental policy for dealing with North Ko-

rea and the issues surrounding rapprochement, unifica-

tion and regional security.  

 Our keynote speaker was former German De-

fence Minister Volker Rühe. Minister Rühe was a major 

force in West Germanyôs conservative Christian Democ-

ratic Union party when it worked with his countryôs pro-

gressive Social Democratic party to develop the success-

ful bipartisan ñOstpolitikò toward East Germany. Rühe 

said the first step for Korea must be a South-South dia-

logue that leads to a bipartisan policy on peninsular and 

regional security issues that can survive presidential 

elections.  This would provide a stable platform for dia-

logue with the North and help lead to a regional security 

architecture under which the Korean peninsula can pros-

per.  

 PCI Chairman, and former US ambassador to 

Korea, Donald Gregg, described PCIôs twenty-five years 

of work. The Master of Ceremonies was PCI board 

member, and former US ambassador to Korea, Kathleen 

Stephens.  In welcoming remarks, PCI board member 

Lee In-ho called for Koreans to abolish squabbling over 

how to deal with North Korea lest it become ña deep 

chasm over which not even a bridge can be built.ò 

 The dinner was a highlight of PCIôs first twenty-

five years, and an excellent example of its mission of 

building bridges of understanding for the peoples of the 

Pacific Rim. 

PCI in Seoul 25th Anniversary Dinner 

(PCI in Seoul 25th Anniversary Dinner, Seoul, Millennium Hilton Hotel, May 19, 2015) 

(The head table and Amb. Stephens, Seoul, Millennium Hilton Hotel, May 19, 2015) 
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(PCI in Seoul  25th Anniversary Dinner continued) 

PCI in Seoul 25th Anniversary Dinner Pictures 

(PCI Chairman,  former Amb. Donald Gregg and current U.S. Amb. Mark Lippert) 

(Leader of the New Politics Alliance for Democracy party Moon Jae-in) 

(Keynote speaker and former German Defense Minister Volker Rühe, PCI board 

member and former Amb. Kathleen Stephens, and  South Chungcheong Province 

Governor Ahn Hee-jung) 

(From left to right: Former Foreign Minister Gong Ro-Myung, former Prime Ministers Goh 

Kun and Han Myeong-sook,  former Deputy Prime Minister Han Wan-sang and former 

Minister of Unification Lim Dong-won) 

(From left to right: Former ROK Foreign Affairs official Sohn Chang-rae, former Defense 

Minister Kim Tae-young, PCI Board Member and former Amb. Lee In-ho, and Yonsei Univer-

sity President Jeong Kap-young) 
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